
	
  

Grading Scale I 
Insufficient 
evidence of 

learning 

1 
Below Mastery 

(D) 

2 
Partial 

Mastery 
(C/B) 

3 
Mastery 

(A-) 

4 
Exceeds 
Mastery 

(A) 
Power 

Standards 
(1, 2, 8, 9) 

------------------- 
Pronunciation/  
Understandable 

I made no 
effort. 

People don’t 
understand what 

I’m saying 
because my words 

sound 
mispronounced. 

Only my 
teacher can 
understand 

me. 

People can 
understand me 

because 
I have been 

practicing and 
it shows. 

A native 
speaker can 
understand 

me. 

Fluency I made no 
effort. 

I use one word 
answers and/or 

I am unable to use 
memorized chunks 

of words. 

I use lists or 
memorized, 
repetitive 
chunks of 

words, and/or 
my sentences are 

choppy. 

I use 
memorized 

phrases, 
occasional short 

sentences or 
chunks of words 

with some 
hesitation. 

I expand on 
memorized 

chunks of words 
and connect my 
own thoughts 

which flow 
naturally with 

little hesitation. 

Vocabulary I made no 
effort. 

I am unable to use 
targeted 

vocabulary to 
express myself. 

I use limited 
and/or 

repetitive 
vocabulary to 

express myself. 

I use a variety 
of memorized 

phrases, 
occasional short 

sentences, or 
chunks of words 

to express 
myself. 

I use expanded 
vocabulary and 

recombine 
familiar 

patterns in an 
attempt to 

create language 
as I express 

myself. 

Culturally 
appropriate 
expressions. 
(voice, facial, 

gestures) 

I made no 
effort. 

I am unable to use 
expression to make 
my communication 

engaging. 
(I speak too quietly, 

mumble, etc.). 

I use limited 
expression to 

make my 
communication 

engaging. 

I use varied 
expression to 

make my 
communication 

engaging. 

I use 
enthusiastic 

expression to 
make my 

communication 
engaging. 

Grammar I made no 
effort. 

I am unable to use 
targeted grammar. 

I use limited 
and/or incorrect 

targeted 
grammar. 

I am mostly 
accurate with 

targeted 
grammar. 

I am almost 
always accurate 

with targeted 
grammar. 
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